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FAST Act
- First time transportation reauthorization 

included Amtrak as well as highways and 
transit

- Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety 
Improvements Program (CRISI)
- Rail infrastructure/equipment
- Nearly $6 billion since 2015

- Restoration and Enhancement (R&E) Grant 
- Covers 6 years of operational support



IIJA
- Corridor Identification and Development 

Program (CIDP)
- Corridors under 750 miles and approved 

LD expansion
- 69 corridors selected

- Interstate Rail Compacts (IRC) Grant Program
- Operating support for up to 10 interstate 

compacts
- Southern Rail Commission is the model



I-20 CIDP Updates





Corridor Identification and Development Program









National Railroad Partnership Program 2025

“Corridor Identification and Development (CID) Sponsors must 
explain the status of the sponsor’s corridor within the CID 
Program (e.g., completed Step 1, beginning Step 2) in their 
project narrative. CID Sponsors should explain how the 
proposed FSP-National project is consistent with the corridor 
sponsor’s planning efforts under CID and will not preclude any 
outcomes from planning activities explored under CID. The 
explanation provided shall demonstrate how the CID Sponsor 
has the support of participant stakeholders (as identified in the 
Service Development Plan), governance structure and 
institutional capacity to implement and maintain on-going 
service, funding identified for implementation and on-going 
operations support, and a clearly defined benefit for the 
Corridor.”



The Mardi Gras





Performance of the Mardi Gras
- Ridership is surpassing all expectations

- 5k per month projection
- 15k+ riders in the first month
- Extra car added on weekends (and selling 

out)
- Highest passenger satisfaction rate of any 

Amtrak service (>90%)
- Food/beverage sales breaking records
- 86% OTP 



Wednesday before Thanksgiving



Christmas Eve



Friday before Mardi Gras



Y'all Aboard! Celebrating the launch of the Mardi Gras Service

20 years after Hurricane Katrina, passenger rail is finally back between New Orleans and Mobile, AL. Our Transportation for America team played a critical role in shaping the federal programs that made this service possible, and we were thrilled
to join community members and other elected officials on the inaugural ride! From brass bands, second lines, and Mardi Gras regalia, check out how communities across Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama welcomed the launch of Amtrak’s 
new Mardi Gras route.

For more on history on how passenger rail was restored along the Gulf Coast, check out our timeline: https://t4america.org/gulf-coast-rail/

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocmYcriB7jM
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